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both to citizen and stranger and depart not from that which
is righteous—their city prospers and the people flourish as
the flowers ; and Peace the nurse of children is in their land,
nor ever does far-seeing Zeus devise grievous war for them;
nor does famine come upon straight-dealing men, nor
destruction, but they go about their work in plenty. The
earth gives them an ample living, and on the mountains
the oak bears acorns atop and honey-bees in its midst; the
woolly sheep are weighed down by their fleeces, and the
women bear children who are like their fathers, and they
prosper with good things every way ; nor do they fare abroad
in ships, but the earth, the grain-giver, brings forth her
increase.
" But they whose thought is of violence and cruel deeds
—for them far-seeing Zeus devises judgment. Often a
whole city suffers for an evil man, who sins and devises
deeds of madness. On them the son of Kronos brings great
woe from heaven, even famine and pestilence together, and
the people perish ; nor do their women bring forth, and their
, households decrease, by the counsel of Olympian Zeus ; or
at another time he destroys their great army or their walls,
or brings vengeance upon their ships on the sea."
Warfare is mentioned in the poem only in this passage.
Among other points of interest one notices also the evidence
of the use of acorns as food, and the derogatory reference
to seafaring of which, as we shall see, Hesiod has a very poor
opinion. It only just escapes being put in a list with war,
pestilence, and famine, among the plagues from which the
just are delivered. The hexameters of the rough old poem
rise to considerable heights of beauty in the description of
the blessings of the righteous, and the passage is strongly
reminiscent of parts of the Psalms.
Hesiod goes on to reiterate his lesson; Zeus has thirty
thousand Watchers among men " who watch over judgments
and cruel deeds, clad in darkness, walking over all the
earth ", and when harm is done to Justice she complains to
her father Zeus, " Remembering this, ye princes, make
straight your words, ye greedy for bribes, and utterly forget

